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TAC: Swimming Pool
Total Mods for Swimming Pool in Approved as Modified: 1

Total Mods for report: 18

Sub Code: Building

Attachments

Jennifer Hatfield

No

1/1/2016

Approved as Modified

454.1.10.1

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7070  1

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Reinstates language from the 2010 Code that was not included in the 5th edition. This is needed to ensure certain safety aspects are 

addressed when resurfacing a public swimming pool.

Rationale

This language was removed from the 5th edition of the Code because it was thought to be duplicative to what already existed in the 

DOH 64E-9 public pool rule.  However, that rule is being finalized without the resurfacing language due to the interpretation of 2012 

legislation that removed the DOH’s authority over construction of public pools.  This modification reinstates that language back into 

the Code to ensure some authority governs the safety requirements that need to be addressed when resurfacing a public swimming 

pool.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes, ensures safety features are addressed when resurfacing a public swimming pool.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes by reinstating language that was removed.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the effectiveness.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?

YES

The provisions contained in the proposed amendment are addressed in the applicable international code?

NO
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The amendment demonstrates by evidence or data that the geographical jurisdiction of Florida exihibits a need to strengthen the 

foundation code beyond the needs or regional variation addressed by the foundation code and why the proposed amendment 

applies to the state?

NO

The proposed amendment was submitted or attempted to be included in the foundation codes to avoid resubmission to the Florida 

Building Code amendment process?

NO
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
7
0
7
0
-A

3

Proponent Submitted 6/21/2016 YesAttachments Jennifer Hatfield

Rationale

This alternate language proposal is only needed if the term "modification" is removed via alternate language submitted for 

SW7058. It makes the same additions as the original proposal, adding in items that must be addressed when resurfacing a 

public pool, but also then makes changes to the opening paragraph to eliminate the term modification that is no longer 

needed.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes, ensures consistency of terms and makes sure certain aspects are addressed when resurfacing.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes by ensuring consistency of terms and ensuring items are addressed when resurfacing a public pool.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

Alternate Language

1st Comment Period History                      

7
0
7
0
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 2/25/2016 YesAttachments Jennifer Hatfield

Rationale

Making slight edits to seperate riser height for pools and spas, remove the word recessed, and add another section reference 

addressing ladders.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes provides for safety requirements to be met when resurfacing a public pool.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No it improves it by reinstating language that was unintentionally left out of the 5th edition.

YES

NO

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  

The provisions contained in the proposed amendment are addressed in the applicable international code?
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NO

NO

The amendment demonstrates by evidence or data that the geographical jurisdiction of Florida exihibits a 

need to strengthen the foundation code beyond the needs or regional variation addressed by the 

foundation code and why the proposed amendment applies to the state?

The proposed amendment was submitted or attempted to be included in the foundation codes to avoid 

resubmission to the Florida Building Code amendment process?

Swimming Pool2017 Triennial
Page 6 of 151



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
7
0
7
0
_
A

3
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

S
W

7
0
7
0
 -

A
3
 T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Swimming Pool2017 Triennial
Page 7 of 151



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
7
0
7
0
_
A

1
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

S
W

7
0
7
0
 -

A
1
 T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Swimming Pool2017 Triennial
Page 8 of 151



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
7
0
7
0
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

S
W

7
0
7
0
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Swimming Pool2017 Triennial
Page 9 of 151



TAC: Swimming Pool
Total Mods for Swimming Pool in No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second: 17

Total Mods for report: 18

Sub Code: Building

Attachments

Mo Madani

No

11/22/2015

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

110.9

Pending Review

Yes1

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW6498  2

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

6491, 6492, 6493, 6494, 6496

Summary of Modification

The proposed code change requires as part of the close out inspection ensuring that the existing swimming pool bonding system is 

complete and terminated properly.

Rationale

The proposed code change provides for provisions necessary to prevent electrocution in swimming pools.  Also, see upleaded files.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Further enforcement/inspections would be necessary by the enforcement agencies to implement this prevision.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

The proposed code change has the potential of adding cost to construction and at the same time reducing electrocution in 

swimming pools.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

The proposed code change has the potential of adding cost to construction and at the same time reducing electrocution in 

swimming pools.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

The proposed code change has the potential of adding cost to construction and at the same time 

reducing electrocution in swimming pools.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

The proposed code change has the potential of reducing electrocution in swimming pools

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

The proposed code change improves the code by providing provisions for reducing electrocution in swimming pools.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

The proposed code change does not discriminate against materials or products.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

The proposed code change improves the code by providing provisions for reducing electrocution in swimming pools.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
6
4
9
8
-A

3

Proponent Submitted 6/21/2016 YesAttachments Jennifer Hatfield

Rationale

The additional language would clarify that the purpose of this inspection is to determine these things are in place for what was 

actually altered or repaired and not beyond. Example, installing a new pump or heater would not require a pool built before the 

equipotential bonding grid was required to be installed, which would require pulling up the deck. Also may help address issues 

such as the 30-inch clearance in front of the electrical equipment because some older pools may not have the ability to comply 

with this "newer" requirement.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

May add an additional inspection to be added to permits.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Increase in cost do to additional inspection and cost to comply.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Increase in cost do to additional inspection and cost to comply.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

The proposed code change has the potential of adding cost to construction and at the same time reducing 

electrocution in swimming pools.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes, increases safety on existing pools.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
4
9
8
-G

1
  

Proponent  Thomas Lasprogato Submitted 2/3/2016 NoAttachments

Neutral

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
4
9
8
-G

2
  

Proponent  Jennifer Hatfield Submitted 2/25/2016 NoAttachments

On behalf of the Association of Pool &amp; Spa Professionals&#39; Technical Committee, which includes E.P. Hamilton III, 

Ph.D., who sits on Panel 17 of the National Electrical Code, the following is submitted:

1. In this proposal there is no specific text to review, so this proposal cannot be implemented or even properly addressed. 

There are no criteria as to nature of the inspection and/or tests, protocols, pass/fail criteria, enforcement and qualification 

strategies that are essential for effective implementation. The Committee needs to be aware that implementation of such a 

program can result in potentially significant costs for existing pools if demolition has to be done to allow the inspector access to 

pool and deck steel and other covered and inaccessible objects required to be inspected.

2. This proposal, if properly implemented, actually has the real potential of reducing risks.  Pool shock incidents are 

associated with improper, poor defective, damaged or nonexistent bonding.

3. New Jersey has a bonding test program for non-residential pools. Effective implementation of such a program cannot be 

accomplished by a simple code proposal; a complete and comprehensive program must be developed.

Comment:
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Alternate Language

1st Comment Period History                      01/13/2016 - 02/25/2016

6
4
9
8
-A

3

Proponent  Bryan Holland Submitted 2/22/2016 Attachments Yes

I believe this clarifies the intent of the proposed modification to ensure the electrical safety requirements are installed or 

reconnected when an existing swimming pool is repaired or altered.

Rationale

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

The proposed modification may require an additional inspection to be added to permits for swimming pool repair and 

alterations.

The proposed modification could increase the cost of compliance with the code while providing an additional level of safety 

following repairs and alterations to swimming pools.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

The proposed modification could increase the cost of compliance with the code while providing an additional level of safety 

following repairs and alterations to swimming pools.

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes. The proposed modification increases the health, safety, and welfare of the general public.

Requirements

Yes. The proposed modification strengthens and improves the code.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

No.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code
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Attachments

Mo Madani

No

11/22/2015

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

454.10.4

Pending Review

Yes4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW6496  3

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

6491, 6492, 6493, 6494

Summary of Modification

The proposed code change requires GFCI protection be provided for replacement of pool pump motors, if not already in place.

Rationale

The proposed code change provides for provisions necessary to prevent electrocution in swimming pools.  Also, see upleaded files.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Further enforcement/inspections would be necessary by the enforcement agencies to implement this prevision.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

The proposed code change has the potential of adding cost to construction and at the same time reducing electrocution in 

swimming pools.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

The proposed code change has the potential of adding cost to construction and at the same time reducing electrocution in 

swimming pools.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

The proposed code change has the potential of adding cost to construction and at the same time 

reducing electrocution in swimming pools.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

The proposed code change improves the code by providing provisions for reducing electrocution in swimming pools.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

The proposed code change improves the code by providing provisions for reducing electrocution in swimming pools.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

The proposed code change does not discriminate against materials or products.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

The proposed code change improves the code by providing provisions for reducing electrocution in swimming pools.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
6
4
9
6
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 6/21/2016 YesAttachments Jennifer Hatfield

Rationale

(1) Language clarified for pumps to maintain consistency with other NEC provisions. (2) Language changed to “underwater 

luminaires” from “pool lights” to maintain consistency with other NEC provisions. Regarding underwater luminaires (pool 

lights), the NEC requires GFCI protection only if the luminaires or other equipment operates over the LVCL and, based on the 

TAC comments, it appears that is also the intent of these changes. The language was revised to clarify this and eliminate 

possible confusion. GFCIs do not, and cannot, protect low voltage lights and equipment served through transformers and 

power supplies because they cannot sense ground faults on the low voltage side of the circuit.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

If permit and inspection are required, will be an additional workload. But these GFCI requirements are already found in NEC 

and via UL 1081 for pumps and therefore should be followed regardless.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Increase in cost if permit and inspection required. But these GFCI requirements are already found in NEC and via UL 1081 

for pumps and therefore should be followed regardless.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Increase in cost if permit and inspection required. But these GFCI requirements are already found in NEC and via UL 1081 

for pumps and therefore should be followed regardless.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

The proposed code change has the potential of adding cost to construction and at the same time reducing 

electrocution in swimming pools.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes as it reiterates current safety requirements.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Reiterates current safety requirements.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
4
9
6
-G

1
  

Proponent  Thomas Lasprogato Submitted 2/3/2016 NoAttachments

NEUTRAL

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
4
9
6
-G

2
  

Proponent  Bryan Holland Submitted 2/22/2016 NoAttachments

I generally support this proposed modification.  Reminding users of the code that GFCI protection is required when swimming 

pool pump motors or underwater luminaires are repaired or replaced will enhance the electrical safety of existing swimming 

pools.

Comment:
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1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
4
9
6
-G

3
  

Proponent  Jennifer Hatfield Submitted 2/25/2016 NoAttachments

On behalf of the Association of Pool &amp; Spa Professionals&#39; Technical Committee, which includes E.P. Hamilton III, 

Ph.D., who sits on Panel 17 of the National Electrical Code, the following is submitted:

1. No enforcement measures are identified.

2. A retrofit program was implemented in California for non-residential pools only.  Enforcement was through the county health 

departments and was of debatable success due to non-uniform electrical training of the health inspectors. An electrical permit 

and inspection by knowledgeable, properly trained personnel are necessary for viable enforcement.  

3. There is no assurance that a homeowner or other untrained personnel will not try to perform the retrofit to avoid costs, 

resulting in, at best, no improvement in safety and, at worst, introduction of significant safety hazards. In some cases, the retrofit 

will require modification of the electrical system.

4. If such a program is to be implemented a uniform, effective enforcement procedure must be established. Otherwise, this 

will quite possibly increase unlicensed activity due to the additional costs that homeowners will otherwise incur.

Comment:
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Attachments

Centera John

No

12/1/2015

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

454.1.2.3.1

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW6509  4

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Public Swimming Pools and Bathing Places section 454

Summary of Modification

454.1.2.3.1 Depths and Markings - Define location of depth marker tiles for pool with recessed gutters as on the back wall of the 

recessed gutter

Rationale

Building department field inspectors and county health department inspectors have varying interpretations and requirements as to the 

location of depth marker tiles for pools with a recessed gutter. Some require the tile makers to be on the back wall of the recessed 

gutter, others, particularly if the pool has a precast coping, require the tile be installed on the underside of the coping. Defining the 

location of the depth marker tiles as suggested will provide clarity re the code interpretation for pools with recefssed gutters as well as 

installation uniformity.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

No cost impact

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

No cost impact

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

No cost impact

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

No coast impact

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes. Unformity of depth marker locations will improve bather safety by making information more clearly visible for pools with 

recessed gutter systems.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Equivalent. It is just a clarification of an existing code.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Correct. Does not discriminate...

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Correct. Does not degrade...

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
6
5
0
9
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 6/20/2016 YesAttachments Centera John

Rationale

For pools with old precast stone copings or angled pool curbs, this proposed change provides an allowance for a location of 

the depth marker tiles. These locations are currently being required by CHD's in various counties. This language just clarifies 

that these are allowable locations when these types of copings/curbs are present.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

none

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

none

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

none

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

No coast impact

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes. Provides additional allowable locations for depth tile markings, and improves visual ability for pool patrons to se the 

markings.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

no

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

no

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No. Improves code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Attachments

Centera John

No

12/1/2015

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

454

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW6511  5

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

6510

Summary of Modification

454.1.2.4 Clarify what is meant by the words "a darker color" when referring to allowable pol surface colors.

Rationale

454.1.2.4 Color – Comment: The first paragraph of 454.1.2.4 relates to the pool surface color. The second paragraph (labeled 

“Exception”) is confusing in that it could be construed as saying that the pool surface may be dark in color.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

No impact

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

No impact

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

No impact

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

No impact

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Clarifes allowable pool surface colors which is in the best interest of pblic safety for pool bathers. If the wrong color is used (i.e. 

a dark color, as the code now states), then it could affect the ability to see a pool bather in distress underwater.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes. Clarifies the code language to prvent accidnetal wrong color installation of pool or spa durface materials.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No, does not discriminate...

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No, does degrade...

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
6
5
1
1
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 6/20/2016 YesAttachments Centera John

Rationale

As Bob Vincent/FDOH explained in his comments to the original code proposal, this change corrects a glitch when the 

language from FAC 64E-9 was carried over to the FBC 5th Edition. The language clarifies what the original intention of the 

64E-9 verbage.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

none

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

none

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

none

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

No impact

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes. Clarifies what could be construed from the current language, to allow a dark surface in a pool, that would result in an 

unsafe condition for a bather in distress in a public pool.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes. Clarifies the original intention of FAC 64E-9 that was carried over to the FBC 5th Edition incorrectly.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

no

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No. Improves code effectiveness.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
5
1
1
-G

1
  

Proponent  bob vincent Submitted 2/25/2016 NoAttachments

I think this may be a glitch; it is inconsistent with the original meaning, and I missed it on review.  The proposal still doesn&#39;t 

make it clear that the dark color is only allowed for tile, and additional costly mistakes could be made thinking it is exception to 

the floor and wall color or white.  Here is the 2009 64E-9, FAC, source language this exception was born out of:  64E-9.006(1)(a) 

Floors and walls shall be white or light pastel in color and shall have the characteristic of reflecting rather than absorbing light. A 

minimum 4 inch tile line, each tile a minimum size of one inch on all sides,shall be installed at the water line, but shall not 

exceed 12 inches in height if a dark color is used. Gutter type pools may substitute 2-inch tile, each a minimum size of one inch 

on all sides, along the pool wall edge of the gutter lip....

Comment:

Swimming Pool2017 Triennial
Page 52 of 151



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
6
5
1
1
_
A

1
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

S
W

6
5
1
1
 -

A
1
 T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Swimming Pool2017 Triennial
Page 53 of 151



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
6
5
1
1
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

S
W

6
5
1
1
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Swimming Pool2017 Triennial
Page 54 of 151



Attachments

Centera John

No

12/1/2015

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

454

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW6512  6

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageYes No

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

454.1.6.5.3.1.3 Open-type (rollout) gutters on pools shouls have skid-resistant tile on leading edge, for safety.

Rationale

Open-type (rollout) gutters are required to have a tile on the gutter lip (leading edge) of the gutter. However, this tile is only required to 

be slip-resistant in the areas directly above the pool steps, as this part of the gutter is now considered a step area.

While the tile used on the edges of underwater benches, steps, and rollout gutters directly above the steps (as described above) 

require the use of a slip-resistant tile, the rest of the open-type gutter edges may utilize a glazed tile. Considering that in actual use, 

pool bathers commonly step on the open-type gutter, it would make sense that the gutter lip (edge) of the entire open-type gutter 

should be required to use a slip-resistant tile, to make it safer. Also, this same slip-resistant tile requirement should be stated if a tile 

is used on the horizontal surface of the open-type gutter.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

No impact

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

No impact

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

No impact

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

No impact

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Will make pools with open-type (rollout) gutters safer by making the gutter, commonly used to stand on by bathers, safer by 

requiring all tiles used on the flat areas and leading edge be skid-resistant.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No, does not discriminate...

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No, does degrade...

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

2nd Comment Period                                    

S
W

6
5
1
2
-G

1
  

Proponent  Centera John Submitted 6/20/2016 YesAttachments

see attach file for additional references to slip-resistant requirements in FBC

Comment:
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Attachments

Centera John

No

12/1/2015

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

454

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW6514  7

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageYes No

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

454.1.2.5.3 Stairs - Remove the 48" restriction for the top step.

Rationale

The notion of the a wide first step being dangerous has no merit as those pools having ledges previously approved have not been 

cited for any known accidents resulting from their presence. Note the following hotels with ledges that are very popular and safe…

THE DIPLOMAT HOTEL, HOLLYWOOD FLORIDA

THE LOEWS HOTEL SOUTH BEACH

THE DELANO HOTEL SOUTH BEACH

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

No impact to cost relative to enforcement of code.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

No cost ompact to building and proeprty owners relative to cost of comoliance with.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

No cost impact to industry relative to the cost of complianec with code.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

No cost impact to small business relative to the compliance with code.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This change poses no detriment or change to the health, safety, or welfare of the general public.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Improves the code by allowing greater design flexibility for improved enjoyment by the patron bather of a wider stop step area.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No, does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No, does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

2nd Comment Period                                    

S
W

6
5
1
4
-G

3
  

Proponent  Centera John Submitted 6/20/2016 NoAttachments

This code language proposal is being removed for further consideration, as it duplicates a pending proposed code change 

(SW6584) submitted by another proponent.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
5
1
4
-G

1
  

Proponent  bob vincent Submitted 2/25/2016 NoAttachments

The hotels with a wet tanning deck listed in the Mod received code variances; and no others have been granted. Provisos 

included: attendant to assure no furniture in the water, plugging their umbrella holes, and multiple inlets in the shelf.  We will 

provide additional information to the FBC prior to the TAC. The reasons for not allowing a step more than 4 feet wide is to 

prevent safety obstructions in unattended pools, to ascertain adequate recirculation of treated/filtered water in this shallow area 

since chlorine is depleted rapidly here with the intense sun, other water quality issues. The proposal SW 6584 is similar, and yet 

the Texas water lounges appear to be simply Florida pool benches, with a different allowed depth.

Comment:
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1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
5
1
4
-G

2
  

Proponent  Centera John Submitted 2/25/2016 NoAttachments

I see no water quality issues that cannot be overcome in shallow water areas that aren’t already addressed in Zero Entry pools 

where the average depth will be very similar to wider first steps.

I don’t see any safety issues (obstructions) with wider first steps as it is common practice now for bathers to sit on steps 

regardless of the width.  

I am also not aware of any recorded accidents related to any of the subject pools outlined in the Mod. These pools are 

embraced by all who use them.

Comment:
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Attachments

Bryan Holland

No

12/7/2015

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

454

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW6531  8

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Yes.  See Modification #6529 and #6530.

Summary of Modification

This modification adds electrical safety requirements to new swimming pools in response to the Commission's "Swimming Pool 

Electrical Safety Project" approved recommendations.

Rationale

This modification satisfies the electrical safety recommendation for new public &amp; private (commercial) swimming pools as 

outlined in the Commission&#39;s &quot;Swimming Pool Electrical Safety Project&quot;.  The new language adds requirements for 

GFCI protection for outlets supplying electrical equipment at new public &amp; private (commercial) swimming pools.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This proposed modification will have no impact on the local entity relative to enforcement of the code.  GFCI protection of certain 

outlets is already required at new commercial swimming pools.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will increase the cost of compliance with the code to building and property owners.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will have no impact on the cost of compliance with the code to industry.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification may increase the cost of compliance with the code to small business.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This proposed modification will increase the health, safety, and welfare of the general public by expanding the swimming pool 

outlets required to be GFCI protected at new commercial pools.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This proposed modification strengthens the code and improves the electrical safety of new commercial pools.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This proposed modification does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This proposed modification does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?

YES

The provisions contained in the proposed amendment are addressed in the applicable international code?

NO

The amendment demonstrates by evidence or data that the geographical jurisdiction of Florida exihibits a need to strengthen the 

foundation code beyond the needs or regional variation addressed by the foundation code and why the proposed amendment 

applies to the state?

YES

The proposed amendment was submitted or attempted to be included in the foundation codes to avoid resubmission to the Florida 

Building Code amendment process?

NO
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
6
5
3
1
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 6/21/2016 YesAttachments Jennifer Hatfield

Rationale

Both the 2014 & 2017 NEC eliminate the 15 and 20 Ampere restriction regarding pool pumps and now require GFCI protection 

for personnel on all 120 V and 240 V single phase pool pump motors, regardless of branch circuit current rating, to reduce 

hazards. Additionally, other proposals addressing pumps require GFCI installation regardless of branch circuit current rating 

(consistent with requirements in the NEC for new installations). Making the change here brings all sections into consistency. 

Regarding luminaires and other equipment except pool pump motors, the NEC requires GFCI protection only if the luminaires 

or other equipment operates over the LVCL and, based on the TAC comments at the 5/24/16 meeting, it appears that is also 

the intent of these changes. The language was revised to clarify this and eliminate possible confusion. GFCIs do not, and 

cannot, protect low voltage lights and equipment served through transformers and power supplies because they cannot sense 

ground faults on the low voltage side of the circuit.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification may increase the cost of compliance with the code to small business.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes, provides consistency with the NEC, providing the latest in safety.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes, by ensuring language follows newer editions of the NEC.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate, etc.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
5
3
1
-G

1
  

Proponent  Thomas Lasprogato Submitted 2/3/2016 NoAttachments

I SUPPORT

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
5
3
1
-G

2
  

Proponent  Vincent Della Croce Submitted 2/7/2016 NoAttachments

Support

Comment:
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1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
5
3
1
-G

3
  

Proponent  Jennifer Hatfield Submitted 2/25/2016 NoAttachments

On behalf of the Association of Pool &amp; Spa Professionals&#39; Technical Committee, which includes E.P. Hamilton III, 

Ph.D., who sits on Panel 17 of the National Electrical Code, the following is submitted:

1. This proposal is generally consistent with the NEC.  In terms of reference regarding prohibition of lights operating at 

voltages exceeding the LVCL, the NEC Code Panel has continually rejected such proposals.   For example, in the 2017 NEC 

code cycle, NEC Code Panel CMP-17 (jurisdiction over 680) issued a panel statement rejecting Public Input No. 761-NFPA 70-

2014 [ Section No. 680.23(A)(4) ] which proposed to allow only underwater luminaires over 18 Volts ac:  “The code already has 

provisions and protective requirements that provide safe methods when properly installed and maintained, that allow luminaires 

above the 18 volt requirement desired here.”

2. The voltage needs to be changed to “exceeding the low voltage contact limit” to maintain consistency with the NEC.

Comment:
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Attachments

Michael Weinbaum

No

12/17/2015

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

454

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW6584  9

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Allows installation of water lounges or sunshelves into commercial pools, per requirements already successfully implemented in 

Texas.

Rationale

Many resort owners and the landscape architects they hire desire to install pools with water lounges for their customers.  These 

lounges can be made safe with a few rules.  The rules submitted here are found in the Texas administrative code, re-written to match 

the style of the Florida Building Code.  These rules have worked for Texas for about 15 years

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

negligible

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

No cost imposed on owners of existing properties, new possibilities for new properties.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

negligible

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

negligible

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes.  A water lounge, if not properly marked, could hurt swimmers who run into the edge.  Rather than ban all water lounges like 

the current code, calling for proper markings and predictable depth levels will allow bathers to enjoy water lounges but not add 

any new danger to the public.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
6
5
8
4
-A

3

Proponent Submitted 6/21/2016 YesAttachments Michael Weinbaum

Rationale

We wish to provide property owners and architects/pool designers with the flexibility they enjoy in other states to create this 

type of play and seating area while maintaining the high level of specific safety features typical of the Florida Building Code.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

There will be a learning curve the first time a sun shelf is proposed, but no ongoing cost.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

There are no additional costs imposed for owners who do not wish to install a sun shelf.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This change does not require any novel equipment or finishes

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

negligible

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

A high level of specificity is given regarding signage, depth markers, and handrail placement for pools that will have this 

feature. All of these things help patrons stay safe while enjoying a sun shelf.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes, without this modification a sun shelf is simply banned in Florida.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This modification duplicates existing language in the code allowing various types of pool finishes including vinyl liners.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

While this modification does allow a feature that was previously banned, it does so only under very narrow and specific 

mitigations.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  

6
5
8
4
-A

2

Proponent Submitted 6/20/2016 YesAttachments Michael Weinbaum

Rationale

This alternate language adds more specific language regarding how to mark the sun shelf area, whether or not it should be 

considered an access point to the pool, and what the water filtration rate in the sun shelf area must be.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This language is complex, however, it brings in existing code provisions that the local entity should already be familiar with 

wherever possible. Either way, the first time a local entity was tasked with reviewing plans that include a sun shelf, there 

was going to be a learning curve.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

No new requirements are imposed on new or modified pools that are not intended to have a sun shelf, so any new code 

compliance costs may be avoided completely if the owner chooses not to build a sun shelf.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

No changes to equipment requirements at all.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

negligible

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This modification is rigorous in specifying depths and markings that are thought to ensure maximum user safety around the 

sun shelf area.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This modification allows property owners and developers to add a feature to their pools which is already being used in 

many pools in other states, while ensuring high water quality and guest safety in ways that are fit the structure of the Florida 

Building Code.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This modification builds in part on a previous modification to how bench markings are described. Ultimately, the contrasting 

markings may be of many different materials so long as they are permanent and slip resistant.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Conflicts between these new provisions and old provisions have been ferreted out, and in one case this meant a change to 

a seemingly unrelated provision, 454.1.2.2.3.
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Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

1st Comment Period History                        
S

W
6
5
8
4
-G

1
  

Proponent  Jennifer Hatfield Submitted 2/25/2016 NoAttachments

The Florida Swimming Pool Association opposes this proposed modification because having an obstruction in the pool is a 

safety issue.  Further algae can grow on these types of lounges, causing someone to slip.  In addition, there is no definition for 

what would constitute a water lounge.

Comment:

Swimming Pool2017 Triennial
Page 69 of 151



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
6
5
8
4
_
A

3
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

S
W

6
5
8
4
 -

A
3
 T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Swimming Pool2017 Triennial
Page 70 of 151



P
a

g
e

: 
2

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
6
5
8
4
_
A

3
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
2
.p

n
g

S
W

6
5
8
4
 -

A
3
 T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Swimming Pool2017 Triennial
Page 71 of 151



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
6
5
8
4
_
A

2
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

S
W

6
5
8
4
 -

A
2
 T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Swimming Pool2017 Triennial
Page 72 of 151



P
a

g
e

: 
2

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
6
5
8
4
_
A

2
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
2
.p

n
g

S
W

6
5
8
4
 -

A
2
 T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Swimming Pool2017 Triennial
Page 73 of 151



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
6
5
8
4
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

S
W

6
5
8
4
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Swimming Pool2017 Triennial
Page 74 of 151



Attachments

Centera John

No

12/31/2015

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

454.1.9.8.6.8

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW6987  10

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageYes No

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Eliminate requirement for duplicative water disinfection system for interactive water features (IWF's).

Rationale

The currently required duplicative chemical water treatment disinfection systems are unnecessary, as the two systems are 

&#39;fighting&#39; each other, creating incorrect readings on the ORP/pH controllers, resulting in improper water chemistry that could 

lead to potential bather safety issues.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

No impact.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

reduces cost to IWF owners for unnecessary, duplicative water chemitry disinfection system

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Pool contractors&#39; costs will be reduced by removing this secondary disinfection requirement on IWF&#39;s.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

Manufacturers of disinfection systems will sell a few less systems.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Improves bather safety by eliminating potential cause of improperly disinfected water for IWF&#39;s (Interactive Water 

Features).

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Improves code by removing unnecessary requirement for secondary disinfection system that ahs potential to mcreate improper 

water disinfection.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No, does not discriminate.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade effectiveness of code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Alternate Language

1st Comment Period History                      
6
9
8
7
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 2/25/2016 YesAttachments Jennifer Hatfield

Rationale

The original proposal will adversely affect SW7074 in that it will triple the size requirement for the UV unit. There is no revealed 

criteria that justifies this modification. It also reduces the amount of chemical contact time before the water passes through the 

UV chamber. The alternative language proposed allows for more chemical contact time by increasing the size of the collector 

tank. Chloramines are removed when passing through a UV chamber if the UV is properly sized for the flow rate. If the UV 

system is oversized for the flow rate then free chlorine is removed as it passes through the chamber. This justifies the need for 

more chemical contact time in the tank before the water passes through the UV chamber. Increasing the filter rate may limit 

the potential kill power of chlorine while upsizing the tank will give the chlorine more kill time.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

Manufacturers of disinfection systems will sell a few less systems.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

2nd Comment Period                                    

S
W

6
9
8
7
-G

1
  

Proponent  Centera John Submitted 6/8/2016 NoAttachments

Proposed modification # 6987 is being removed for further consideration by Proponent (John Centera) as of 6-8-16.

Comment:
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Attachments

Centera John

No

12/31/2015

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

454.1.3.1.6

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7016  11

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

454.1.3.1.6 Decks and Walkways - Remove language in the code that says 'feet', and leave pool perimeter obstruction allowance at 

the maximum 10%.

Rationale

The “or 10 feet” should be eliminated or increased to a reasonable distance (20’). 10’ is far too little of a distance. A 20’x40’ skimmer 

pool would merit a 12’ obstruction (10% of 120’ perimeter), and we are designing pools 4 to 6 times bigger than that.

10% is a fair amount to block at one time. Restricting it to 10’ for a 400’ perimeter pool, is only allowing 2.5% of the perimeter to be 

blocked at a time.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

No impact

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

No impact

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

No impact

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

No impact

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

The proposed modification has no impact on the heath, safety, or welfare of the general public.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Allows greater design flexibility for larger pools without any detriment to bather patron safety. Would make pool areas more 

enjoyable for bather use.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities (553.73(9)

(a)4,F.S.)

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
7
0
1
6
-A

5

Proponent Submitted 6/20/2016 YesAttachments Centera John

Rationale

The initial proposed code change was modified to allow for greater access to pool patrons in distress from either side of the 

obstruction with the standard 16' straight pole and life hook that is required at all public pools.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

No impact

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes. Initial proposed code language has been modified to provide greater access for a bather in distress near the proposed 

obstruction area(s).

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes. Allows for more reasonable design criteria for public pools, especially larger pools.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
0
1
6
-G

1
  

Proponent  bob vincent Submitted 2/25/2016 NoAttachments

This is same as SW6513, and very similar to SW7068.   Eliminating the ten foot criteria is excessive, since that leaves the 

obstructed area at 10% only.  The SW6513 writer states pools of perimeter of 720&#39; are designed now, which is a 72&#39; 

approvable obstruction. This is hardly guardable at a lifeguarded pool, and impossible for a lay person to rescue at an 

unguarded pool.  Life hooks are only 16&#39; long for reaching the pool bottom from the nearest deck point.  Some reasonable 

maximum distance (perhaps 16&#39;) needs to remain in the code with the percentage, or life-safety mitigations need to be 

written into the code.

Comment:
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Attachments

Jennifer Hatfield

No

1/1/2016

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

454.1.1

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7058  12

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Amends definitions and adds a new definition.

Rationale

An interactive water feature is a public swimming pool regulated by the department of health for water quality and safety features; this 

proposal simply clarifies that it is a type of public swimming pool.  The proposal also removes decking from the definition of 

modification and defines a vanishing edge pool, which is currently not defined in the code.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes, it makes clarifications necessary for the welfare of the public.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes by clarifying that a IWF is a public pool and adding a definition that currently does not exist.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

It does not discriminate.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

It does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
7
0
5
8
-A

3

Proponent Submitted 6/21/2016 YesAttachments Jennifer Hatfield

Rationale

An interactive water feature is a public swimming pool regulated by the department of health for water quality and safety 

features; this proposal simply clarifies that it is a type of public pool. The proposal also removes the term modification because 

it is not necessary; the definitions already found within the Code for alteration and repair would appear to sufficiently describe 

work being done on an existing public pool.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes, it makes clarifications necessary for the welfare of the public by ensuring an IWF is considered a public pool.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes by clarifying that a IWF is a public pool and removing a term no longer needed.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  

7
0
5
8
-A

2

Proponent Submitted 6/21/2016 YesAttachments Jennifer Hatfield

Rationale

An interactive water feature is a public pool regulated by the department of health for water quality and safety features; this 

proposal clarifies that it is a type of public swimming pool. The proposal also removes decking from the definition of 

modification.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes, it makes clarifications necessary for the welfare of the public by ensuring an IWF is defined as a public pool.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes by clarifying that an IWF is a public pool and removing an item that is not actually a modification.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
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7
0
5
8
-A

1
Proponent Submitted 6/21/2016 YesAttachments Jennifer Hatfield

Rationale

An interactive water feature is a public swimming pool regulated by the department of health for water quality and safety 

features; this proposal simply clarifies that it is a type of public swimming pool.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes, it makes clarifications necessary for the welfare of the public by ensuring an IWF is considered a public pool.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes by clarifying that a IWF is a public pool it strengthens the code.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
0
5
8
-G

1
  

Proponent  bob vincent Submitted 2/25/2016 NoAttachments

I disagree that decking should be struck; in most cases, this is a modification.  This is applicable to the wet deck only, and has 

consequences on slip resistance, injury potential, and water quality if the wet deck is not properly sloped to drain.  The proposed 

vanishing edge pool currently has code term for the gutter system: deck level perimeter overflow system.

Comment:
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Attachments

Jennifer Hatfield

No

1/1/2016

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

454.1.9.6.3

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7073  13

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Better defines color value of allowable pool surface colors.

Rationale

The existing code language is somewhat arbitrary and subjective. Pool surface manufacturers today have a plethora of surface colors 

available and a quantified color value is needed to provide installers direction for proper installation.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes. Lighter pool surface colors make a pool or spa safer so as not hinder visibility of a bather in distress.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes. This quantifies an acceptable color value for pool and spa surfaces, lessening the possibility of an installer applying an 

improper surface color.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
7
0
7
3
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 6/21/2016 YesAttachments Centera John

Rationale

“The Lightness (CIE L value) represents the whiteness of a finish surface when compared on a grey scale, where 0 = black 

and 100 = white. The Luminous Reflectance Value (CIE Y value) represents the brightness and contrast of a finish surface as 

a perceived visual response of the human eye. While neither value is a true representation due to metamerism, knowing both 

values allows additional insight into the anticipated aesthetic characteristics of a finish when placed in a water-submersion 

environment.”

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Reduces potential negative financial impact by clarifying allowable surface colors by providing a standard and testing 

method to prevent installation and cost replacement of improper pool surfaces installed in public pools and spas.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes. Color requirements intend to limit pool surface colors to allow for visibility of pool bathers in distress, and subsequent 

rescue efforts.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Same pool and spa interior finish products, just defining allowable color values.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No, this proposed code change improves code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
0
7
3
-G

1
  

Proponent  bob vincent Submitted 2/25/2016 NoAttachments

Munsell color of the base marcite probably will not work as we have recently discovered from discussions initiated by the FSPA 

with one manufacturer of these products.  They have provided info on a better standard that should be explored to make this an 

objective measurable science-based standard, more like tile slip resistance is.  The proposal should be changed to light 

reflectance as another large state uses.  More info in being gathered now, and should be ready for the TAC to review.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
0
7
3
-G

2
  

Proponent  Jennifer Hatfield Submitted 2/25/2016 NoAttachments

The FL Swimming Pool Association, along with the United Pool &amp; Spa Association, has been investigating this proposal 

further after information was provided that although well intentioned, the current proposal is flawed as many different Munsell 

color charts exist. The Associations have been working with manufacturers to determine alternative language that will 

accomplish the original intent of the proposal. Final alternative language will be presented at the April 4 meeting, but DRAFT 

language that had yet to be solidified by all parties by the written comment deadline is as follows:

&quot;The interior finish coating floors and walls shall be comprised of a non-pigmented white cementitious binder component 

together with a sand/aggregate component. The finish coating shall have a dry Lightness level (CIE L value) of 80.0 or greater 

and a wet Luminous Reflectance Value (CIE Y value) of 50.0 or greater, as determined by test results provided by the 

manufacturer, utilizing&#160;testing methodology from American Standard ASTM D 4086, ASTM E 1477, ASTM E 1347and 

British Standard BS 8493:2008+A1:2010.”

Comment:
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Attachments

Jennifer Hatfield

No

1/1/2016

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

454.1.9.8.6.3

Pending Review

Yes4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7074  14

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Allows for UV systems to be installed on the filter return lines as an alternate to the feature return line placement.

Rationale

Allows for UV systems to be installed on the filter return lines as an alternate to the feature return line placement.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Could decrease the cost of the recirculation system.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes as it affects the recirculation system of an interactive water feature using a UV system.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes, it reduces the need for maintenance and makes a more efficient system.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
7
0
7
4
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 6/21/2016 YesAttachments bob vincent

Rationale

There is another IWF code proposal #6987, that attempts to simplify confusing legacy language. I suggest we rewrite this 

above section entirely to assure that full treatment will occur with either one of the suggested UV treatments for direct path 

treatment or recycling treatment. Also attached is supporting information with the waterborne disease outbreak/cases counts 

for Florida pools, and an email from our Epidemiology section describing the rationale for change. Here is an excerpt: Health 

Burden • The number of reported cases and cost of cryptosporidiosis in the United States continue to be substantial. 

Approximately 748,000 cryptosporidiosis cases occur annually. Each year, hospitalizations resulting from cryptosporidiosis 

cost an estimated $45.8 million; additionally, each ambulatory care visit for cryptosporidiosis costs $267–$757, depending on 

the patient's type of health-care insurance coverage. (http://origin.glb.cdc.gov/Mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss6105a1.htm) • 

Reported cryptosporidiosis cases and outbreaks likely underestimate the actual cryptosporidiosis burden in the United States. 

Infection with enteric pathogens is highly underreported because (1) not all infected persons are symptomatic, (2) those who 

are symptomatic do not always seek medical care (Scallan et al., 2006 and Voetsch et al., 2004), (3) health-care providers 

infrequently include laboratory diagnostics in their evaluation of non-bloody diarrheal diseases (Scallan et al., 2006), (4) a 

majority of laboratories do not test for Cryptosporidium unless it is specifically requested ( Jones et al., 2004), (5) case reports 

are not always completed for positive laboratory results (Mead et al., 1999), and (6) reports are not always forwarded to public 

health officials (Mead et al., 1999). (doi:10.1016/j.exppara.2009.09.020) • See attachment

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Should be simpler.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Balanced with cost of patrons disease outbreak, it is less.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Simpler to design, assemble and operate, thus should cost less.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Health of patrons is better outcome for this change.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Absolutely improves the design criteria and the better outcome.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
0
7
4
-G

1
  

Proponent  Jennifer Hatfield Submitted 2/25/2016 YesAttachments

Additional information has been provided for consideration by FSPA and UPSA member Al Mendoza on this proposal.  

Specifically, in regards to the changes proposed to section 454.1.9.8.6.3, Mr. Mendoza does not agree with the amendment as 

proposed. The main reason he believes we should not treat only the tank water in a filtration loop is that science has shown that 

you cannot be assured that all of the water in the tank during operational hours and even &#160;during non operational hours is 

being filtered on a timely manner, no less before it goes to the feature pump and out to the patrons. We are often pulling water 

back out of the tank that has not gone through filtration. We also know that are dead spots of unfiltered/treated water through 

the CFD modeling testing that was completed by various manufacturers. It is his opinion that allowing this would be a great 

disservice to the patrons and safety in our industry.  The initial proposal and this additional information will be discussed within 

the industry associations, with the goal to bring additional information with an industry position to the April 4 meeting.  Additional 

information provided by Mr. Mendoza is also attached.

Comment:
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Sub Code: Existing Building

Attachments

Bryan Holland

No

12/7/2015

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

302.6

Pending Review

No3

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW6529  15

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Yes.  See Modification #6530 and #6531.

Summary of Modification

This modification adds electrical safety requirements to existing swimming pools in response to the Commission's "Swimming Pool 

Electrical Safety Project" approved recommendations.

Rationale

This modification satisfies the electrical safety recommendation for existing swimming pools as outlined in the Commission&#39;s 

&quot;Swimming Pool Electrical Safety Project&quot;.  The new language adds requirements for GFCI protection and equipotential 

bonding at existing swimming pools undergoing repair, replacement, alterations, or relocation.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This proposed modification will increase the number of permits and inspections required for repairs and alterations of existing 

swimming pools.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will increase the cost of repair and alteration of existing swimming pools by mandating the 

installation of GFCI devices and requirements for equipotential bonding.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not have a negative impact on industry.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will increase the cost of repair and alteration of existing swimming pools by 

mandating the installation of GFCI devices and requirements for equipotential bonding.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This proposed modification will increase the health, safety, and welfare of the general public by mandating the installation of 

GFCI devices and requirements for equipotential bonding at existing swimming pools.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This proposed modification strengthens the current code and improves the electrical safety of existing swimming pools.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This proposed modification does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or system of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This proposed modification does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
6
5
2
9
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 6/9/2016 YesAttachments Bryan Holland

Rationale

This alternative language continues to satisfy the electrical safety recommendations for existing swimming pools outlined in 

the Commission's Swimming Pool Electrical Safety Project. This modification will also harmonize the existing building code 

with the modification to the building and residential code through MOD #6530 and #6531 which have been recommended for 

approval by the Electrical TAC. Approval of this one MOD eliminates the need for MOD #6496, #6493, and #6494.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This proposed modification will increase the number of permits and inspections required for repairs and alterations of 

existing swimming pools.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will increase the cost of repair and alteration of existing swimming pools by mandating the 

installation of GFCI devices and adding requirements for equipotential bonding.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not have a negative impact on industry.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will increase the cost of repair and alteration of existing swimming pools by 

mandating the installation of GFCI devices and requirements for equipotential bonding.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This proposed modification will increase the health, safety, and welfare of the general public by mandating the installation 

of GFCI devices and by adding requirements for equipotential bonding at existing swimming pools.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This proposed modification strengthens the current code and improves the electrical safety of existing swimming pools.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This proposed modification does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or system of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This proposed modification does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
5
2
9
-G

1
  

Proponent  Thomas Lasprogato Submitted 2/3/2016 NoAttachments

I SUPPORT

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
5
2
9
-G

2
  

Proponent  Vincent Della Croce Submitted 2/7/2016 NoAttachments

Support

Comment:
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1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
5
2
9
-G

3
  

Proponent  Jennifer Hatfield Submitted 2/25/2016 NoAttachments

On behalf of the Association of Pool &amp; Spa Professionals&#39; Technical Committee, which includes E.P. Hamilton III, 

Ph.D., who sits on Panel 17 of the National Electrical Code, the following is submitted:

1. The proposal is vague and does not clarify if relamping is a criterion for retrofit.

2. The NEC does not allow underwater lights greater than 150V, so the 240V reference is inapplicable.

3. This proposal can accomplish what it appears to intend (as to the details) by simply requiring the lamp installation to 

comply with the NEC edition adopted at the time of the alteration.  The detailed text requirements are unnecessary and 

redundant.

4. The proposal correctly recognizes that low voltage lights are not protected by GFCIs, and therefore GFCI protection for 

personnel is not required for low voltage lights.

Comment:
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Attachments

Mo Madani

No

11/22/2015

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

413

Pending Review

Yes4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW6493  16

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

6491

6492

Summary of Modification

The proposed code change requires GFCI protection be provided for replacement of pool pump motors, if not already in place.

Rationale

The proposed code change provides for provisions necessary to prevent electrocution in swimming pools by requiring GFCI protection.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Further enforcement/inspections would be necessary by the enforcement agencies to implement this prevision.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

The proposed code change has the potential of adding cost to construction and at the same time reducing electrocution in 

swimming pools.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

The proposed code change has the potential of adding cost to construction and at the same time reducing electrocution in 

swimming pools.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

The proposed code change has the potential of adding cost to construction and at the same time 

reducing electrocution in swimming pools.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

The proposed code change improves the code by providing provisions for reducing electrocution in swimming pools.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

The proposed code change improves the code by providing provisions for reducing electrocution in swimming pools.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

The proposed code change does not discriminate against materials or products.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

The proposed code change improves the code by providing provisions for reducing electrocution in swimming pools.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
6
4
9
3
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 6/21/2016 YesAttachments Jennifer Hatfield

Rationale

(1) Language clarified for pumps to maintain consistency with other provisions. (2) Language changed to “underwater 

luminaires” from “pool lights” to maintain consistency with other provisions. Regarding underwater luminaires (pool lights), the 

NEC requires GFCI protection only if the luminaires or other equipment operates over the LVCL and, based on the TAC 

comments at the 5/24/16 meeting, it appears that is also the intent of these changes. The language was revised to clarify this 

and eliminate possible confusion. GFCIs do not, and cannot, protect low voltage lights and equipment served through 

transformers and power supplies because they cannot sense ground faults on the low voltage side of the circuit.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

If permit and inspection are required, will be an additional workload. But these GFCI requirements are already found in NEC 

and via UL 1081 for pumps and therefore should be followed regardless.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Increase in cost if permit and inspection required. But these GFCI requirements are already found in NEC and via UL 1081 

for pumps and therefore should be followed regardless.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Increase in cost if permit and inspection required. But these GFCI requirements are already found in NEC and via UL 1081 

for pumps and therefore should be followed regardless.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

The proposed code change has the potential of adding cost to construction and at the same time reducing 

electrocution in swimming pools.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes as it reiterates current safety requirements.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

It reiterates current safety requirements.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
4
9
3
-G

1
  

Proponent  Thomas Lasprogato Submitted 2/3/2016 NoAttachments

NEUTRAL

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
4
9
3
-G

2
  

Proponent  Bryan Holland Submitted 2/22/2016 NoAttachments

While I generally support the concept of this proposed modification, I believe this action is best addressed by modification 

#6529.

Comment:
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1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
4
9
3
-G

3
  

Proponent  Jennifer Hatfield Submitted 2/25/2016 NoAttachments

On behalf of the Association of Pool &amp; Spa Professionals&#39; Technical Committee, which includes E.P. Hamilton III, 

Ph.D., who sits on Panel 17 of the National Electrical Code, the following is submitted:

1. No enforcement measures are identified.

2. A retrofit program was implemented in California for non-residential pools only.  Enforcement was through the county health 

departments and was of debatable success due to non-uniform electrical training of the health inspectors. An electrical permit 

and inspection by knowledgeable, properly trained personnel are necessary for viable enforcement.  

3. There is no assurance that a homeowner or other untrained personnel will not try to perform the retrofit to avoid costs, 

resulting in, at best, no improvement in safety and, at worst, introduction of significant safety hazards. In some cases, the retrofit 

will require modification of the electrical system.

4. If such a program is to be implemented a uniform, effective enforcement procedure must be established. Otherwise, this 

will quite possibly increase unlicensed activity due to the additional costs that homeowners will otherwise incur.

Comment:
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Attachments

Mo Madani

No

11/22/2015

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

709

Pending Review

Yes7

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW6494  17

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

6491, 6492, 6493

Summary of Modification

The proposed code change requires GFCI protection be provided for replacement of pool pump motors, if not already in place.

Rationale

The proposed code change provides for provisions necessary to prevent electrocution in swimming pools. Also, see upleaded files.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Further enforcement/inspections would be necessary by the enforcement agencies to implement this prevision.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

The proposed code change has the potential of adding cost to construction and at the same time reducing electrocution in 

swimming pools.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

The proposed code change has the potential of adding cost to construction and at the same time reducing electrocution in 

swimming pools.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

The proposed code change has the potential of adding cost to construction and at the same time 

reducing electrocution in swimming pools.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

The proposed code change improves the code by providing provisions for reducing electrocution in swimming pools.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

The proposed code change improves the code by providing provisions for reducing electrocution in swimming pools.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

The proposed code change does not discriminate against materials or products.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

The proposed code change improves the code by providing provisions for reducing electrocution in swimming pools.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
6
4
9
4
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 6/21/2016 YesAttachments Jennifer Hatfield

Rationale

(1) Language clarified for pumps to maintain consistency with other provisions. (2) Language changed to “underwater 

luminaires” from “pool lights” to maintain consistency with other provisions. Regarding underwater luminaires (pool lights), the 

NEC requires GFCI protection only if the luminaires or other equipment operates over the LVCL and, based on the TAC 

comments, it appears that is also the intent of these changes. The language was revised to clarify this and eliminate possible 

confusion. GFCIs do not, and cannot, protect low voltage lights and equipment served through transformers and power 

supplies because they cannot sense ground faults on the low voltage side of the circuit.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

If permit and inspection are required, will be an additional workload. But these GFCI requirements are already found in NEC 

and via UL 1081 for pumps and therefore should be followed regardless.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Increase in cost if permit and inspection required. But these GFCI requirements are already found in NEC and via UL 1081 

for pumps and therefore should be followed regardless.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Increase in cost if permit and inspection required. But these GFCI requirements are already found in NEC and via UL 1081 

for pumps and therefore should be followed regardless.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

The proposed code change has the potential of adding cost to construction and at the same time reducing 

electrocution in swimming pools.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes as it reiterates current safety requirements.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

It reiterates current safety requirements.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
4
9
4
-G

1
  

Proponent  Thomas Lasprogato Submitted 2/3/2016 NoAttachments

NEUTRAL

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
4
9
4
-G

2
  

Proponent  Bryan Holland Submitted 2/22/2016 NoAttachments

While I generally support the concept of this proposed modification, I believe this action is best addressed by modification 

#6529.

Comment:
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1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
4
9
4
-G

3
  

Proponent  Jennifer Hatfield Submitted 2/25/2016 NoAttachments

On behalf of the Association of Pool &amp; Spa Professionals&#39; Technical Committee, which includes E.P. Hamilton III, 

Ph.D., who sits on Panel 17 of the National Electrical Code, the following is submitted:

1. No enforcement measures are identified.

2. A retrofit program was implemented in California for non-residential pools only.  Enforcement was through the county health 

departments and was of debatable success due to non-uniform electrical training of the health inspectors. An electrical permit 

and inspection by knowledgeable, properly trained personnel are necessary for viable enforcement.  

3. There is no assurance that a homeowner or other untrained personnel will not try to perform the retrofit to avoid costs, 

resulting in, at best, no improvement in safety and, at worst, introduction of significant safety hazards. In some cases, the retrofit 

will require modification of the electrical system.

4. If such a program is to be implemented a uniform, effective enforcement procedure must be established. Otherwise, this 

will quite possibly increase unlicensed activity due to the additional costs that homeowners will otherwise incur.

Comment:
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Sub Code: Residential

Attachments

Bryan Holland

No

12/7/2015

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

4501.16

Pending Review

No45

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW6530  18

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Yes.  See Modification #6529 and #6531.

Summary of Modification

This modification adds electrical safety requirements to new swimming pools in response to the Commission's "Swimming Pool 

Electrical Safety Project" approved recommendations.

Rationale

This modification satisfies the electrical safety recommendation for new private (residential) swimming pools as outlined in the 

Commission&#39;s &quot;Swimming Pool Electrical Safety Project&quot;.  The new language adds requirements for GFCI protection 

for outlets supplying electrical equipment at new private (residential) swimming pools.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This proposed modification will have a minimal impact on the local entity relative to code enforcement.  GFCI protection is 

already required for certain swimming pool equipment.  This modification expands GFCI protection to all pool equipment 

branch-circuit outlets.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will increase the cost of compliance with the code to building and property owners.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will have a minimal cost of compliance with the code to industry.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification could have an increase of cost of compliance to small business owners.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This proposed modification will increase the health, safety, and welfare of the general public by expanding GFCI protection to 

other circuits supplying swimming pool equipment.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This proposed modification strengthens the code and improves the electrical safety at new swimming pools.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This proposed modification does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This proposed modification does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?

YES

The provisions contained in the proposed amendment are addressed in the applicable international code?

NO

The amendment demonstrates by evidence or data that the geographical jurisdiction of Florida exihibits a need to strengthen the 

foundation code beyond the needs or regional variation addressed by the foundation code and why the proposed amendment 

applies to the state?

YES
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The proposed amendment was submitted or attempted to be included in the foundation codes to avoid resubmission to the Florida 

Building Code amendment process?

NO

Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  

6
5
3
0
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 6/21/2016 YesAttachments Jennifer Hatfield

Rationale

The 2014 & 2017 NEC eliminates the 15 and 20 Ampere restriction regarding pool pumps and now requires GFCI protection 

for personnel on all 120 V and 240 V single phase pool pump motors, regardless of branch circuit current rating, to reduce 

hazards. Additionally, other proposals addressing pumps require GFCI installation regardless of branch circuit current rating 

(consistent with requirements in the NEC for new installations). Making the change here brings all sections into consistency 

with the latest editions. Regarding luminaires and other equipment except pool pump motors, the NEC requires GFCI 

protection only if the luminaires or other equipment operates over the LVCL and, based on the TAC comments, it appears that 

is also the intent of these changes. The language was revised to clarify this and eliminate possible confusion. GFCIs do not, 

and cannot, protect low voltage lights and equipment served through transformers and power supplies because they cannot 

sense ground faults on the low voltage side of the circuit.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None because FL will be going to either the 2014 or 2017 NEC regardless and this proposal makes the language 

consistent with these editions.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None because FL will be going to either the 2014 or 2017 NEC regardless and this proposal makes the language 

consistent with these editions.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None because FL will be going to either the 2014 or 2017 NEC regardless and this proposal makes the language 

consistent with these editions.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification could have an increase of cost of compliance to small business owners.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes ensures consistency with the latest safety requirements found in the NEC.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes, by providing the latest safety requirements found within the NEC.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No it does not.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No it does not.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
5
3
0
-G

1
  

Proponent  Thomas Lasprogato Submitted 2/3/2016 NoAttachments

I SUPPORT

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
5
3
0
-G

2
  

Proponent  Vincent Della Croce Submitted 2/7/2016 NoAttachments

Support

Comment:
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1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

6
5
3
0
-G

3
  

Proponent  Jennifer Hatfield Submitted 2/25/2016 NoAttachments

On behalf of the Association of Pool &amp; Spa Professionals&#39; Technical Committee, which includes E.P. Hamilton III, 

Ph.D., who sits on Panel 17 of the National Electrical Code, the following is submitted:

1. This proposal is generally consistent with the NEC.  In terms of reference regarding prohibition of lights operating at 

voltages exceeding the LVCL, the NEC Code Panel has continually rejected such proposals.  For example, in the 2017 NEC 

code cycle, NEC Code Panel CMP-17 (jurisdiction over 680) issued a panel statement rejecting Public Input No. 761-NFPA 70-

2014 [ Section No. 680.23(A)(4) ] which proposed to allow only underwater luminaires over 18 Volts ac:  “The code already has 

provisions and protective requirements that provide safe methods when properly installed and maintained, that allow luminaires 

above the 18 volt requirement desired here.”

2. The voltage needs to be changed to “exceeding the low voltage contact limit” to maintain consistency with the NEC.

Comment:
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